Writing Contest Winners Announced

The Fifth Annual Voices of the Twin Tiers Writing Contest recently concluded with 40 area residents being recognized for their writing excellence. The writing contest is sponsored by the Endless Mountains Writing Project and First Citizens National Bank, and helps promote writing within the community. The contest is open to area residents of the Twin Tiers of all ages.
A dessert reception was held Tuesday, March 8, at North Manser, Mansfield University, in honor of the writing contest winners. Awards were presented by Dr. Nanci Werner-Burke and Dick Heyler, directors of the Endless Mountains Writing Project.
Award winners and winning entries include the following:

Grade 2, first place, Owen Walker, “Phenomenal Word Power”; Grade 3, first place, Savanna Snyder, “Dream Night”; Grade 4, first place, Noah Walker, “Magical Seaweed,” second place, Dylan Meyer, “Lost in the Big Woods,” and third place, Catherine Craig, “The First Day of Fall”; Grade 5, first place, Jesse Plumley, “Duggery’s Story”; 
Grade 6, first place, Darby Kasper, “Ghostie, the Christmas Dog,” second place, Molly Craig, “The Flash of Death,” and third place, Brendan Walker, “Walking into War”; Grade 7, first place, Cassandra Snyder, “Lost,” second place, Hanna Fitzmartin, “Family,” third place, Jonothan Daley, “My Family,” honorable mentions, Gary Rodriquez, “Family,” and Nathan Bachert, “Erik James”; Grade 8, first place, Amanda Troncone, “Nature,” second place, Kathryn Brown, “Nature,” third place, Oumar Tandia, “The Grace of Nature,” and honorable mention, Jessy Lee, “Habitat”; Grade 9, first place, Madeline Benjamin; 
Grade 10, first place, Alllison Loucks, “My Vacation to the Beach,” second place, Miranda Satterly, “The Brass Hinges,” third place, Carla Ayers, “The Day will Come,” and honorable mention, Nicholas Doan; Grade 11, first place, Mariah Turner, “My Safe Haven,” second place, Justin Miller, third place, Chase E. Barnes, and honorable mentions, Eileen Miller, “Shadows of the Past” and Caleb Hallead, “The Orchestra”; Grade 12, first place, Autumn Rapp, “Always Winter turns to Spring,” second place, Sara Hanft, “In the Dark,” third place, Codie Ross, “A View with Mother Nature,” and honorable mention, Darby Machmer, “Life on the Farm”;
Adult, poetry, first place, Daria Lin-Guelig, “Winterspring,” second place, Kay Thomas, “A Necessary Balance,” third place, Tina Tillotson, “Peaceful Awakening,” and honorable mention, Thomas Kibbe, “A Rose”; adult, prose, first place, Rick Greene, “Westfield Seek-No-Further,” second place, Jason Sitcosky, “The Last Painting,” third place, Brayden Sickler, and honorable mention, Jessica Spencer, “Fresh Picked.”

